CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

The Howling 

Other known title(s): 

The Howling: Special Edition 

OFLC ref: 

0900191.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Distributor: 

Universal Pictures Video 

Director: 

Joe Dante 

Producer: 

Jack Conrad 

Michael Finnell 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Film & Video Labelling Body 

Classification: 

The unexcised version of this publication is classified as 

Objectionable. 


The excised version of this publication is classified as Objectionable 
except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: 

Recommended but not made 

Descriptive note: 

None 

Display conditions: 

None 


Date of entry in Register: 27 March 2009 

Date of direction to No direction to issue a label has been issued 

issue a label: 



Components 

Running time 

Menu: 

Play Movie 



Scene Selection 






Special Features 


Feature (s): 

The Howling 

86:46 

Timed component(s): 

Studio Canal Notices (x2) 

0:35 


Copyright Warning Notice 

0:19 


Macrovision Notice 

0:11 


Making Of 20 Years Later: Welcome To 

49:08 


Werewolf Land 



Bloopers 

11:53 


Deleted Scenes 

7:14 


Original Fake Porn Movie 

3:54 


Trailer (The Howling) 

1:24 


Teaser (The Howling) 

0:28 

Total running time: 


161:52 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The DVD is a re-issue of al981 horror film originally classified at the time by the Chief Censor 
of Films as R16, with the note 'Contains horror scenes and violence'. The Special Features on the 
DVD include a nearly four minute component entitled 'Original Fake Porn Movie'. This is a 
depiction of several men raping a woman. It plays without a soundtrack, commentary or any 
other meaningful explanation of context (in the feature only brief snippets of this footage are 
playing on a TV set in one scene). The effect is gratuitous and disturbing. The component 
presents rape as entertainment, to such an extent and degree, and in such a manner, that the 
availability of the DVD is likely to be injurious to the public good. 

An excision was offered to remove the component. The distributor declined to make this 
excision, and the DVD is therefore classified as objectionable. 


The classification of this DVD interferes with the freedom of expression, but this is a reasonable 
limitation on the freedom of expression that reflects the concern of a free and democratic society 
to limit the availability of publications which depict sexual violence in this manner. 



